Grimsel 2 — one of Switzerland’s largest pumped storage hydro plant

PIONIEERING SPIRIT

The year 1908 marks the start of the successful history of the
Oberhasli hydroelectric company KWO. It was the time of tem-
erarious and pioneering spirited engineers visiting the Grimsel
area and recognising its enormous potential for hydroelectric
production. The first dam was built in 1925 — at that time it was
the world’s highest dam. Far-sighted entrepreneurship and inno-
vative thinking enabled the engineers to successfully transform
water power into hydroelectric energy. This pioneering way of
thinking still functions as basis for continuous innovative pro-
cesses, always bound to a commitment of sustainability.
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Grimsel Hydro — Hydroelectric competence centre

ZEST FOR ACTION

Moving towards renewable energy is Switzerland’s top
strategy to ensure a successful energy transition. The highly
productive plants in the Grimsel region enable the KWO to
make a contribution to this superordinate goal. Several
innovative projects are ready to be carried into execution —
in order to increase the facilities’ efficiency, production

and storage volumes. Bearing its own history in mind, in-
vestments by the KWO are always planned in a long-term
horizon.
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Gauli Waterfall — a thunderous force of nature

THE POWER OF NATURE

The Grimsel and Susten region offers a breathtaking scen-
ery and at the same time highly energetic surrounding.

This is the place where the power of water is turned into
energy. The interaction between trusted machinery and
modern technology enable the KWO to boost its production
at short notice, if required. Alpine hydroelectricity plays

an important part in stabilizing the electricity grid during
times when the erratic production of solar energy and wind
power needs to be balanced — expeditious, efficient and
emission-free.
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Brown trout in the KWO's residual flow reach

PARTNERSHIP

Nature and technology form a symbiotic relationship in the
Grimsel and Susten area. Using the power of water for en-
ergy production depends on a favourable relationship with
Mother Nature. The KWO is Switzerland's first hydroelectric
company with its own department of ecology; biodiversity
and landscape conservation are only two examples of the
department’s core business. Implementation of legal re-
quirements concerning the protection and upgrading of the
downstream waterbodies is always guaranteed. Therefore,
the energy production in this area can be considered as sus-
tainable.
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Gelmer funicular — once built for heavy loads, nowadays a tourist attraction

ADVENTURE

The KWO's power plants are open to inquisitive visitors.
Take a ride through the labyrinth of tunnels, shafts & cav-
erns, and observe the turbines and generators! Acquire
some better understanding about the production of hydro-
electricity and its technology. In addition to this unique
underground world, more highlights await to be discovered
on the surface. The gondolas and historic funiculars bringing
visitors to the reservoirs, the Trift suspension bridge or the
Historic Alpine Hotel Grimsel Hospiz, just to name a few.
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Grimseltor Innertkirchen - Village Centre with Tourist Center

ALPINE REGION

Not for anything in the world would the KWO move away
from this very unique place. The KWO is heavily connected
to the mountainous world of the Oberhasli region. This is
the only place where the natural supposition for a successful
energy production is given: an abundance of water, and

the geology and inclination are just right. Being one of

the region’s largest company (and therefore employer),

the KWO is deeply embedded in the socio-economic envi-
ronment of the region and is committed to regional
development.
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